140	Metal Working
behind real stones—a method of increasing their lustre
that was in later times regarded as legitimate. The
records of the Company show that all types of fraud
were, as we might expect, at least as numerous in this
profitable craft as in the poorer trades, and explain the
necessity of keeping the craftsmen together in a main
street where they were under the eye of the public and
more especially of the Company.
Next in interest and importance among the metal-
working crafts stands that of the pewterers, And,
indeed, in some respects this craft might take precedence
of goldsmithery, for, while the working of gold and silver
was an art which England shared with the rest of Europe,
the working of pewter was an essentially English art
and one which brought considerable fame and wealth
to the country. In the Venetian account quoted in the
last paragraph pewter is referred to as * that fine tin
which is little inferior to silver ', and the terms tin and
pewter are often used indiscriminately for the alloy.
Harrison,1 writing early in the reign of Elizabeth, says :
' Our pewterers . . . have grown unto such exquisite
cunning that they can in manner imitate by infusion
any form or fashion of cup, dish, salt, bowl, or goblet
which is made by goldsmiths' craft. . . . Such furniture
of household of this metal as we commonly call by the
name of vessel is sold usually by the garnish,2 which doth
contain twelve platters, twelve dishes, twelve saucers,
and those are either of silver fashion or else with broad or
narrow brims and bought by the pound, which is now
1	Description of England, bk. iii, c. 18.
2	Mention of ' half a garnish of pewder ' in a will of I477~just a
century   before   Harrison's   Description   was   published :    Ripon
Chapter Acts (Surtees Soc.), i. 179.

